
The UCI Department of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences provides unparalleled training for future 
careers in academia and the biomedical industry. 
Our rigorous, yet flexible, curriculum allows you to 
tailor your coursework to your particular research 
and professional interests and prepares you for 
the rapidly changing field of drug discovery and 
development. Our proximity to large biomedical 
companies, coupled with our strong academic 
reputation, makes our department the ideal 
location to pursue a graduate education in the 
pharmaceutical sciences. 

We offer two program options:

1. Medicinal Chemistry & Pharmacology 
Gateway Program  

2. PhD in Pharmacological Sciences with 
concentrations in Pharmacetuical 
Sciences or Pharmacology 

Graduate Programs



Medicinal Chemistry & Pharmacology
The MCP program is an interdepartmental gateway program leading to a PhD degree in 
Pharmacological Sciences, Chemistry, or Molecular Biology & Biochemistry. This program offers 
a unique curriculum that provides you with state-of-the-art practical and theoretical training in your 
specific field of interest, while also emphasizing an integrated, interdisciplinary approach. You will 
transfer into your home department at the end of year one.

Pharmacological Sciences PhD Program
The Pharmacological Sciences program provides a unique opportunity for those interested in any 
scientific discipline represented by the Pharmaceutical Sciences faculty to have a year of broad, 
interdisciplinary training followed by focused doctoral research in the Pharmaceutical Sciences 
research group of their choice. You will choose either a concentration in Pharmaceutical Sciences  
or Pharmacology.

Current areas of research
• Structural biology and chemical biology
• Medicinal chemistry
• Structure-based drug design
• Synthetic biology
• Molecular evolution
• Molecular neuropharmacology
• Pharmacology of aging

• Natural product biosynthesis and synthase 
engineering

• Cancer prevention and therapies
• Gene regulation and intercellular signaling
• Computational biology and bioinformatics
• Nanomedicine for targeted drug and gene 

delivery



Admissions

Funding Diversity

Students must have at least some background in biology and chemistry. However, because our 
programs are interdisciplinary, we admit students from various academic backgrounds with no 
specific course requirements. Research experience is a primary criterion in admission. 

For detailed information about admission requirements and application instructions for both programs, 
visit pharmsci.uci.edu/graduate-students. For general information on UCI Admissions and the online 
application, visit grad.uci.edu/admissions. 

Students receive funding for tuition, health 
insurance, and a monthly stipend/salary through 
a combination of departmental or university 
fellowships and/or teaching assistant (TA) and 
graduate student researcher (GSR) positions in 
their first year. In years two through five, students 
are generally funded by their faculty advisors 
as GSRs, but can also be funded through a 
combination of the additional sources. 

The University of California is committed to the 
recruitment, admission, and retention of a high 
quality and diverse graduate student population 
and has several diversity fellowships for new 
and returning students who qualify. If you have 
overcome socioeconomic/educational challenges, 
please indicate that you are a diversity candidate 
and describe your experience within the Personal 
History section of your application.

Contact

pharmsci-grad@uci.edu ▪ (949) 824 -1991 ▪ pharmsci.uci.edu

http://pharmsci.uci.edu/graduate-students
http://grad.uci.edu/admissions
http://pharmsci.uci.edu

